Veterans Program

Guy Venturato LCSW (304-443-6445) Case Manager and Charles Broyles, Housing Specialist (304-263-0811) HUD-VASH Program which houses homeless veterans.
· ŸHUD-VASH is a special  veteran program that seeks to end veteran homelessness in the United States and Puerto Rico by helping qualified veterans and families obtain and sustain permanent housing.  This program was started by President Ronald Reagan in 1987.
· The program is for  veterans who are chronically homeless, in need of case management and will participate in a program recovery, and are eligible  for healthcare services from the Department of Veterans Affairs.
· There are several benefits for landlords to participate in the HUD-VASH Program.  The unique rewards include a satisfaction of helping veterans, a VA support staff who share in the same goal of keeping veterans successfully housed, a case manager and team to call and assist if an issue arises, a guaranteed portion of rent is assured,  and a high success rate of permanently  housed veterans who are in the program.
· The program works similarly to the Section 8 Program.  The Housing Authority does the initial inspection and yearly thereafter.  The unit is subject to lead testing as required by the State of Maryland.  The landlord may do the usual background checks and the HUD-VASH Team will share as much information about the veteran as needed.    The landlord needs to be open to working with the HUD-VASH Team and the local housing authority.  There is some paperwork involved.
· The HUD-VASH Team does anything they can reasonably do to help a veteran in the program to find housing and keep it.  The Team works hard to maintain good relationships with landlords.  If things are not going well, the team has the right to pull the veteran from the unit immediately.
· Once housed,  the HUD-VASH vouchers last for as long as the veterans need them, so long as they abide by the guidelines of the program and cooperate with reasonable rules set forth by their respective landlords.
· If you are interested in the program and have a property ready to rent, you should call Guy Venturato 304-443-6445 or Tonia Canfield 304-268-3858.  The HUD-VASH Team will check if the property meets the needs of the veteran.  The subsidy will be determined by Section 8.  There are currently 59 vouchers being used in Hagerstown and there are currently 15 veterans looking for a place to live.  The program has an 80% success rate nationally.
· The Hagerstown HUD-VASH team: Tonia Canfield LCSW- Case Manager, Charles Broyles-Housing Specialist, Martha Carpenter RN- Team Nurse, Andrew Hall-Peer Support Specialist, Guy Venturato LCSW- Case Manager.

